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Newsletter Article Issue Date Page

1994 L Codes 8 4/94 10

1994 Orthotic and Prosthetic Fee Schedules 10 6/94 20

A
A Note From the Ombudsmen 10 6/94 1

Announcing Our Soon to be Company Name 14 12/94 1

Appeal Rights Change 22 8/95 1

B
Beneficiary Information 12 9/94 1

Beneficiary News 6 3/94 5

Beneficiary Services 2 9/93 2

Billing

Infusion Pumps 20 6/95 24

Rental vs. Purchase 20 6/95 24

Bulletin Board 11 7/94 7

C
Certificate of Medical Necessity

CMN Completion 24 12/95 25

Codes Requiring CMNs - Addition 24 12/95 28

Completing a CMN 10 6/94 27

DMERC CMN Use Encouraged 10 6/94 27

Electronic CMNs 10 6/94 27

Forms 3 12/93 31

Guidelines 3 12/93 29

Legislative Changes Involving CMNs 24 12/95 27

Suggestions for Writing CMN Cover Letters 24 12/95 26

Certificates of Medical Necessity - Revised 22 8/95 2

Certified Software Vendors, Billing Services and
Clearinghouses, Listing 3 12/93 6

Claim Entry

Join HCFA in Saving Medicare Trust Funds!! 24 12/95 29

Claims Processing

Avoid Oral Anti-Cancer Drug Claims Processing Delays 10 6/94 25

Claims Processing

Billing for K0110 and K0111 10 6/94 26

Billing for Othotics/Prosthetic Devices in a Hospital 12 9/94 13
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Newsletter Article Issue Date Page
Billing for Surgical Dressings 12 9/94 13

Billing Reminders

HCPCS Code A4400 Not Valid 12 9/94 13

HIC Number 12 9/94 14

Hints for Completing the HCFA-1500 Form 10 6/94 26

Miscellaneous Codes 12 9/94 13

Modifiers 10 6/94 25

Parenteral Nutrition Pump

Place of Service 12 9/94 14

Prior Authorization 12 9/94 14

Questions & Answers 1 5/93 9

Rent/Purchase Option 10 6/94 25

Resubmittal vs. Review 12 9/94 13

Tips 8 4/94 9

UPIN Number 12 9/94 13

Claims Processing

Wheelchair Codes 12 9/94 14

Coding Assistance 3 12/93 9

Coverage of Oral Anti-Cancer Drugs, New 6 3/94 2

Coverage of Oral Anti-Cancer Drugs, New 4 1/94 4

Crossover

AARP/Prudential 12 9/94 13

BC/BS of Missouri 17 3/95 14

Complementary Insurers 14 12/94 24

Complementary Insurers 12 9/94 12

Complementary Insurers 10 6/94 24

Complementary Insurers 2 9/93 9

Connecticut Medicaid 10 6/94 24

Crossover Instructions for HCFA-1500

Crossover Types 6 3/94 6

HCFA-1500 Completion Instructions 4 1/94 1

HCFA-1500 Form Directions for Medicaid Benefits 6 3/94 6

Hints for Completing the HCFA-1500 Form 10 6/95 26

Information 3 12/93 10

Medigap 2 9/93 9

New Hampshire Medicaid 12 9/94 12

OCNA Number Change 12 9/94 13

OCNA Number Updates 10 6/94 23
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Newsletter Article Issue Date Page
OCNA Numbers 6 6/94 7

OCNA Numbers, Additional 10 6/94 23

Pennsylvania Medicaid 10 6/94 24

Policy Definitions 6 3/94 6

Questions & Answers 1 5/93 8

Customer Service

Beneficiary Telephone Inquiry 20 6/95 39

Mailing Lists 20 6/95 39

Cutover Questions & Answers 2 9/93 13

D
Dialysis Solutions 3 12/93 9

DMERC Customer Satisfaction Survey 20 6/95 37

DMERC Names New Medical Director 17 3/95 1

E
Edit Error Messages 11 7/94 7

Electronic Media Claims

Accelerate - Free Software Program 2 9/93 14

Accelerate Program 12 9/94 4

Accelerate Software Information Request 24 12/95 72

Accelerate Update 6 3/95 13

Accelerate Update 8 4/94 5

Additional Documentation 10 6/94 16

Additional Documentation 3 12/93 5

Additional Documentation for Wheelchairs 23 9/95 30

Advantages of Electronic Billing 23 9/95 30

Advantages of Electronic Billing 17 3/95 8

Advantages of Electronic Billing 10 6/94 17

Attention Accelerate Users 24 12/95 76

Attention Accelerate Users 23 9/95 29

Beneficiary Eligibility Data Implementation 23 9/95 28

Beneficiary Eligibility Data Implementation 20 6/95 21

Bulletin Board Questionnaire 24 12/95 75

Bulletin Board System 6 3/95 13

Common Errors 8 4/94 5

Compressed EMC Files 24 12/95 74

Contacting the EMC Team 14 12/94 17

Downloading ERN Files 24 12/95 74
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Newsletter Article Issue Date Page
EFT Requirements 24 12/95 74

EFT Requirements 23 9/95 29

EFT Requirements 20 6/95 21

Electronic Claim Acknowledgment 11 7/94 4

Electronic Claim Acknowledgment/Specifications 14 12/94 18

Electronic Eligibility Inquiry 17 3/95 7

Electronic File Acknowledgments 17 3/95 8

Electronic Fund Transfers 24 12/95 74

Electronic Fund Transfers 23 9/95 29

Electronic Fund Transfers 20 6/95 21

Electronic Reconsideration 17 3/95 10

Electronic Remittance Notices/Electronic Fund Transfer 10 6/94 16

EMC Billing Reminders 20 6/95 21

EMC Billing Reminders 17 3/95 6

EMC Billing Reminders 14 12/94 17

EMC Billing Reminders 12 9/94 4

EMC Help Desk 6 3/95 13

EMC Percentage 12 9/94 5

ERNs - Version 01.03 24 12/95 73

ESRD Claims 3 12/93 4

File Reject vs. Claim Reject 6 3/95 13

Free Software Program 1 5/93 6

Free Software Workshops 3 12/93 4

Help Desk Hotline 3 12/93 4

How to Get Started with Electronic Billing 24 12/95 71

How to Get Started with Electronic Billing 23 9/95 30

How to Get Started with Electronic Billing 17 3/95 8

How to Get the EMC Advantage 10 6/94 17

How to Start Billing Electronically 20 6/95 21

Important EMC Numbers 24 12/95 73

Important EMC Numbers 23 9/95 29

Important EMC Numbers 17 3/95 6

National Standard Format 1 5/93 6

National Standard Format - Version 2.0 23 9/95 29

New Free Software Print Package 17 3/95 10

New Free Software Print Package 14 12/94 17

New Modems Available for Electronic Submitters 23 9/95 29

Notice 11 7/94 1

NSF Programming 17 3/95 10
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Paper Acknowledgment Stopped - Action 17 3/95 8

Paper Acknowledgments Stopped for BBS 20 6/95 21

Paper Submitters 10 6/94 16

Place of Service Indicator 10 6/94 17

Questions & Answers 1 5/93 6

Rejected Files 3 12/93 4

Revision to the Electronic Acknowledgment Specs 23 9/95 30

Submitters Must Convert to NSF Version 02.00 by 1/196 24 12/95 73

Switching Electronic Submission Methods 8 4/94 5

Testing 1 5/93 6

Testing for Suppliers 6 3/95 13

The Bulletin Board System 14 12/94 17

The Bulletin Board System 12 9/94 4

Timing the Transmission 3 12/93 5

Top Reasons for For-End Rejects 17 3/95 7

Update to Remittance Advice on Bulletin Board 24 12/95 75

Vendor/Billing Service Update 3 12/93 5

Vendors 12 9/94 5

Weekly Status Report 10 6/94 16

Weekly Status Report 3 12/93 5

Zipped EMC Files 23 9/95 30

Zipped Files 14 12/94 18

Zipped Output Files are Now Available!! 24 12/95 75

Elevating Leg Rests 4 1/94 6

End Stage Renal Disease 8 4/94 6

Enteral Nutrition 3 12/93 30

ERSD 6 3/94 14

F
Fee Schedule 1994 6 3/94 11-12

Fraud and Abuse

Authority to Exclude Practitioners, Providers and
Suppliers of Services 3 12/93 28

Claim Audits, Prior Authorization and Prescription
Requirements 3 12/93 27

Documentation Requests and Requirements (Billing Audits) 3 12/93 27

Fraud Alert 10 6/94 15

Fraud and Abuse Unit 2 9/93 8

Fraud Unit Relocates to CT 20 6/95 40
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Medicare Oxygen Guidelines 23 9/95 26

Participating Suppliers 24 12/95 76

Postpayment Audits 3 12/93 27

Rental Purchase Items 23 9/95 26

Rental Purchase Items 20 6/95 40

Scam Targets Seniors 12 9/94 9

Special Edition Newsletter to be Released Soon! 20 6/95 41

Suggestions for Physicians 23 9/95 26

Telephone Solicitation of Beneficiaries 23 9/95 26

Telephone Solicitation of Beneficiaries 20 6/95 40

G
Grandfathering 3 12/93 8

H
HCFA-1500 Revised Instructions 21 8/95 2

HCPCS Code Inquiries 12 9/94 10

HCPCS Codes Requiring a CMN 2 9/93 11

HCPCS DMEPOS Code Deleted for 1994 3 12/93 23

HCPCS DMEPOS Codes for 1994 3 12/93 22

HCPCS Drug Codes and Allowable Charges 3 12/93 24

HCPCS Helpline 10 6/94 26

HCPCS National Level III Codes 3 12/93 26

Hints From the HCPCS Helpline 8 4/94 9

Hospice Care 6 3/94 14

I
Immunosuppressive Drugs 3 12/93 30

Implementation Date Change for:

Florida, Massachusetts, New York and Texas Suppliers 9 4/94 1

New York and Massachusetts Suppliers 5 2/94 1

New York and Massachusetts Suppliers 6 3/94 1

New York and Massachusetts Suppliers 7 3/94 1

Physician Completion of CMNs 8 4/94 1

Incorrect CWF Information 3 12/93 8

Information on Physician Self-Referrals 15 2/95 1

Initiative Encourages Mammography Screening 19 5/95 1

Interest Rates 3 12/93 9
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L
Letter from the Medical Director 20 6/95 1

M
Medical Policy

Addition: Immunosuppressive Drugs Policy - Documentation 23 9/95 15

Additional Documentation Requirements 23 9/95 15

Certificates of Medical Necessity 23 9/95 15

Change in Billing for Pressaries 17 3/95 5

Chiropractic Physicians Prescribing of DMEPOS 12 9/94 2

Cladribine (Leustatin) 12 9/94 2

Clarification - Surgical Dressings 23 9/95 15

CMNs for Air Fluidized Beds 6 3/94 15

Corrections to March Supplier Manual Revision 003 10 6/94 18

CYTOGAM Used in IV Infusion Pumps 6 3/94 15

Cytomegalovirus Immune Globulin 10 6/94 18

Development 3 12/93 29

Development 2 9/93 8

Development 1 5/93 11

Documentation for Oxygen Flow Greater than 4 L/M 12 9/94 2

Dynamic Adjustable Orthoses: YY001-YY006 10 6/94 19

Enteral Nutrition 23 9/95 15

Enteral Nutrition 20 6/95 16

Epoetin 14 12/94 2

Extension of Parenteral Nutrition Grandfathering 12 9/94 3

External Infusion Pumps 24 12/95 2

Faxed Documentation 17 3/95 6

FDA Approves CellCept 23 9/95 15

Hip Chairs - Not Covered 12 9/94 2

Home Blood Glucose Monitors 20 6/95 17

Home Dobutamine Infusion 12 9/94 2

ICD-9 CM Codes 12 9/94 3

ICD-9 Dx Codes 6 3/94 15

Immunosupressive Drugs 17 3/95 5

Improper Coding of Indwelling vs. Intermittent
Urinary Catheters 12 9/94 3

Increased Allowance in Monthly Ostomy Supplies 10 6/94 19

K Codes for Wheelchair Leg Rests 10 6/94 18
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K0115 and K0116: Custom Fabricated Seating Systems

for Attachment to Wheelchairs 10 6/94 19

Lower Limb Prostheses 14 12/94 5

Lower Limb Prothesis 24 12/95 24

Lymphedema Pumps 17 3/95 6

New Q Codes for Therapeutic Shoes 10 6/94 18

Non-Covered Ostomy Deodorants 10 6/94 19

Orthopedic Footwear 17 3/95 2

Ostomy Irrigation Bags and Cones/Catheters 23 9/95 15

Pneumatic Compression Devices (Used for Lymphedema) 23 9/95 12

Pressure Reducing Support Surfaces - Group 1 23 9/95 3

Pressure Reducing Support Surfaces - Group 2 23 9/95 7

Pressure Reducing Support Surfaces - Group 3 23 9/95 10

Prior Authorization 3 12/93 30

Prograf (Tacrolimus; FK-506) 12 9/94 2

Prosthetic Devices 20 6/95 12

Revision of Grandfathering for PEN 10 6/94 19

Silicone Pessaries 14 12/94 4

Support Surfaces: Powered Air Overlay - Coding Guidelines 24 12/95 23

Surgical Dressings 24 12/95 10

Surgical Dressings 20 6/95 3

Surgical Dressings Used with Gastro-Jejunostomies 12 9/94 2

Therapeutic Shoes 17 3/95 6

Therapeutic Shoes: New Codes after January 1, 1995 14 12/94 13

Tracheal Suction Catheters in SNFs 10 6/94 18

Transtrachael Catheters Used in Delivery of Home
Oxygen Therapy 12 9/94 2

UPS Delivery Log 17 3.95 6

Urological Supplies 24 12/95 24

Urological Supplies 20 6/95 10

Wheelchair Bases - Product Classification 20 6/95 19

Wheelchair Documentation 24 12/95 25

ZY Modifier - For Potentially Non-Covered Services 12 9/94 3

Medicare Provider Remittance Notice, New 19 5/95 3

Medicare Secondary Payer

Are Your MSP Claims Denied or Paid Incorrectly? 23 9/95 28

Change in ESRD Coordination Period 10 6/94 22

Change in MSP Disability Provision 10 6/94 22

Completion of the HCFA-1500 Form 12 9/94 9
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Newsletter Article Issue Date Page
Medicare Secondary Payer 24 12/95 70

Vow of Poverty Provision 10 6/94 22

MEDPARD Directories 10 6/94 28

Miscellaneous

1995 Holiday Schedule 14 12/94 27

A Healthy PC - Virus Scan Reminder 21 8/95 21

Acknowledgment Letter Revision 23 9/95 33

Acknowledgment Letters from Review 20 6/95 40

Action Code 880 21 8/95 21

Additional Documentation for Wheelchairs 19 5/95 3

Anti-Fraud Reminder 14 12/94 26

Billing for Ventilators 14 12/94 27

Billing Reminder 21 8/95 21

Change of Address Reminder 14 12/94 26

Convex Ostomy Supplies 14 12/94 26

Correction - Interest Rate Effective Date 23 9/95 33

Delivery Logs 19 5/95 2

Educational Seminar Booklet Correction 24 12/95 87

FDA Quality Testing of Oxygen, An Alert to Suppliers 12 9/94 15

Filing Clean HCFA-1500 Forms 23 9/95 33

Flu Vaccine Offer 12 9/94 15

HCFA-1500 Form 14 12/94 26

Hints for Completing the HCFA-1500 Form 14 12/94 26

Hospice 14 12/94 27

ICD-9-CM Addendum 23 9/95 32

ICD-9-CM Diagnoses Codes 21 8/95 21

Immunosuppressive Drugs 19 5/95 3

Important Notice to Suppliers 24 12/95 86

Invalid K Codes 17 3/95 17

Letter Indicating Upcoming Expiration of CMN 14 12/94 25

Medicare HMOs 19 5/95 2

Modernized Medical Equipment and Accessories Available 23 9/95 33

New Interest Rate 21 8/95 21

NSC Toll-Free Line Discontinued 12 9/94 15

OCNA Number Correction 20 6.95 40

Oral Anti-Cancer Drugs 14 12/94 26

Ordering HCFA-1500 Forms 24 12/95 87

Organization Changes 17 3/95 17

Post Office Box Now Available for Reconsiderations
and Hearings 24 12/95 87
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Pricing 14 12/94 27

Reviews 3 12/93 9

Split Payments 17 3/95 17

Supplier Manual Correction 14 12/94 26

Supplier Manual Revisions 17 3/95 17

Tape, Repair of Prosthesis - Deletion of Existing Codes 17 3/95 17

Using Valid UPINs 17 3/95 17

Vancomycin 20 6/95 40

N
News From Region A

MetraHealth and United HealthCare Merger 23 9/95 2

MetraHealth to Participate at Trade Show 23 9/95 2

NSC Number a Must! 3 12/93 1

O
OBRA 1993 Changes 4 1/94 2

OCNA Numbers 3 12/93 11

Orders for Repairs 6 3/94 15

Ostomy Supplies 3 12/93 30

Overpayment/Refund Requests 20 6/95 23

Oxygen 8 4/94 8

Oxygen 3 12/93 30

Oxygen CERT Records 6 3/94 15

P
Parenteral and Enteral Billing 12 9/94 10

Parenteral and Enteral Billing Instructions 8 4/94 7

Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition 17 3/95 14

Parenteral and Enteral Nutrition 4 1/94 1

Parenteral and Enteral Therapy 14 12/94 22

Physician Completion of CMN 3 12/93 31

Plans Being Finalized for Establishment of a DMERC
Advisory Committee 16 2/95 1

Post-Transition Workshops 12 9/94 11

Post-Transition Workshops 8 4/94 3

Post-Transition Workshops 7 3/94 2

Post-Transition Workshops 4 1/94 6
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Post-Transition Workshops and Schedules 6 3/94 8

Post-Transition Workshops, Revised 9 4.94 3

Pricing

Pricing 1 5/93 10

1994 Fee Schedule Update 6 3/94 10

1995 Medicare Redbook Generic Nebulizer Drugs 23 9/95 17

Action Code Update 20 6/95 33

Action Codes/EOMB Messages 24 12/95 38

Blood Glucose Monitors 17 3/95 11

Change in Jurisdiction of Cochlear Implant External
Speech Processor 24 12/95 59

Claims Processing for Maxillofacial Prosthetics 20 6/95 33

Clarification of SADMERC HCPCS Function 24 12/95 69

Cochlear Implant 17 3/95 12

Convex Ostomy Supplies 24 12/95 69

Correction 8 4/94 8

Correction - K Code Listing 23 9/95 18

Correction of HCPCS Code 24 12/95 57

CPAP with Humidifier - New Codes 24 12/95 58

Deleted Codes/Modifiers 17 3/95 11

Deletion of Existing Codes A4454 & L7500 20 6/95 32

Description Changes to Codes Effective for Date of
Service on or After January 1, 1996 24 12/95 63

DMERC Level III Codes and Modifiers Updates 20 6/95 30

Downcoding 17 3/95 11

Dynamic Splint Codes Become Permanent E Codes 24 12/95 58

Epoetin 24 12/95 56

Fees for New 1995 HCPCS Codes 17 3/95 13

Frequent HCPCS Code Inquiries 6 3/94 10

Gauze Dressings - Code Changes 24 12/95 60

HCPCS Coding 23 9/95 16

Immunosuppressive Drug - Neoral 24 12/95 57

Immunosuppressive Drugs 10 6/94 21

Inexpensive or Routinely Purchased 6 3/94 11

Information for 1994 3 12/93 21

Infusion Pumps 10 6/94 21

Level III Enteral Nutrient Codes Deleted 24 12/95 59

Lower Limb Prosthesis 23 9/95 18

Modified Verbiage on Code K0125 (Prednisone) 24 12/95 65

Nebulizer 10 6/94 21
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Newsletter Article Issue Date Page
Nebulizer Drug Code Correction 24 12/95 57

New Code Request Not Yet Approved by HCFA (8/3/94) 20 6/95 31

New Codes Effective for Dates of Service on or after 1/1/96 24 12/95 57

New Correct Coding Combinations 24 12/95 65

Oral Anti-Cancer Drug Code Listing January 1995
Quarterly Update 17 3/95 12

Overpayment Offset Information 24 12/95 55

Pneumatic Compression Devices/Lymphedema
Pumps Product Classification 23 9/95 25

Prevailing Charge Information, FSY 95 20 6/95 24

Pricing Updates for Oral Anti-Cancer Drugs 20 6/95 28

Procedure Code E1350 17 3/95 12

Reclassification of K Codes 6 3/94 11

Resolving Claim Denials - Action Code “307” 24 12/95 54

Revised 1994 DME Fee Schedules 12 9/94 11

Revised 1994 Surgical Dressing Fee Schedules 17 3/95 10

Revised 1995 Fees for Surgical Dressing Codes 23 9/95 18

Revised L Codes 24 12/95 64

SADMERC Helpline 23 9/95 17

Surgical Dressings 20 6/95 32

Surgical Dressings Product Classification 23 9/95 19

Surgical Dressings Product Classification List 24 12/95 61

Temporary K Codes Advance to Permanent Level II
Codes Effective 1/1/96 24 12/95 62

Therapeutic Shoes 23 9/95 16

Use of the RP Modifier 17 3/95 11

Valid K Code 23 9/95 18

Ventilators 24 12/95 56

Vision 17 3/95 11

Wheelchair Bases - Product Classification 23 9/95 18

ZX Modifiers 24 12/95 55

Professional Relations

Announcement - New Ombudsman Appointment 23 9/95 32

DMERC Advisory Committee 20 6/95 34

DMERC Meets with Supplier Associations 23 9/95 32

Educational Seminars Conclude 23 9/95 32

Ombudsmen Territories - States and Area Codes 24 12/95 86

Phone Number Change 20 6/95 34

Provider Partnering Outreach 24 12/95 78

Provider Phone Calls to the DMERC 23 9/95 32
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Region A DMERC to Hold Education Seminars 24 12/95 79

Seminar Questions 24 12/95 80

Staff Appointments 20 6/95 34

Staff Information 3 12/93 2

Staff Introductions 1 5/93 5

Prosthetics and Orthotics Workshops 10 6/94 14

Prosthetics and Orthotics Workshops 8 4/94 4

Q
Questions and Answers - All topics 3 12/93 55

R
Region A DMERC Appoints New District Manager 23 9/95 1

Region A DMERC Directory 12 9/94 7

Region A DMERC Directory 11 7/94 2

Region A DMERC Opens New Office 12 9/94 6

Resubmittals vs. Reviews 14 12/94 22

Retraction Notice - Wheelchair Coding Guidelines
Published in Error 18 3/95 1

Review

DMERC Action Codes for Resubmission 17 3/95 16

Medical Review Dept. vs. Accounting/MSP Department 17 3/95 16

Second Requests 17 3/95 16

Revised Post-Transition Workshops 10 6/94 13

Revision of CMN Effective Dates 23 9/95 1

S
Skin Barriers 3 12/93 30

Summer’s Here, Flu Season is Not Far Behind 21 8/95 19

Summer’s Here; Flu Season Is Not Far Behind 20 6/95 2

Supplier Manual 2 9/93 9

Supplier Manual Corrections 12 9/94 15

Supplier Manual Pre-release Sections 1.1 through 1.4 10 6/94 28

Supplier Manual Revisions 17 3/95 19

Supplier Manual Revisions 3 12/93 9

Supplier Number 6 3/94 15

Supplier Number 4 1/94 1

Supplier Number Applications, New 9 4/94 2
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Supplier Toll-Free Number to be Discontinued 11 7/94 1

Surgical Dressings 10 6/94 2

Surgical Dressings and Splints, Casts, and Other Devices
Used for Reductions of Fractures and Dislocations 8 4/94 2

Surgical Dressings and Splints, Casts, and Other Devices
Used for Reductions of Fractures and Dislocations 7 3/94 2

T
Telecommunication Device for Hearing Impaired 6 3/94 14

The Travelers Staff Experience 1 5/93 2

Training Seminar Schedule, Updated 2 9/93 7

Transition Date Changes 10 6/94 12

Transition Date Changes 8 4/94 3

Transition Schedule 1 5/93 3

Transition Schedule, Changes 3 12/93 3

Transition Schedule, Revised State-by-State 2 9/93 2

U
UPIN Manuals 3 12/93 8

Urgent Notice to Suppliers of DMEPOS - Change in Implementation
Date for CMN Completion for Lymphedema Pumps 13 11/94 1

W
Wheelchairs 14 12/94 23

Workshop Schedules 10 6/94 28
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